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of same, urging upon them the view that it would be greatly to the
good of Our Lord God's service and of His Majesty's, and to the
welfare (p. 40) of this coast, for the galleys to go out to fight and to
do as much damage as possible to the enemy with as little to them-
selves as might be, hoping that they would say as much to Don
Pedro Vique and force him to take up the matter in a council of
them all. Deponent is aware that they repeated it to him and sought
to persuade him, but he would never summon a council. On the
contrary, as said, when the call to arms sounded he took his place
with the townspeople.
Observing this, deponent sent him word by Captain Antonio
Rodriguez and other soldiers that he had his men ready on board
his galley, and so they were all at their posts aboard the flag-galley,
for his honour to come on board before the tide ebbed completely
and made it impossible for the galleys to get out and meet and
offend the enemy. Don Pedro Vique's answer to this was to keep
with him the captain and the soldier who took him the message,
until after the enemy had occupied the harbour.
At this juncture Don Pedro Vique came to the wharf where the
galleys were and deponent left his and said to him: 'All these
gentlemen on board the galleys and myself are worried (p. 41) more
than I expected to be in my life, that your honour has kept us shut up
here with a heretic enemy in sight. Come on board your galleys and
let us go out with them to do the work I have previously talked of,
before the enemy hamper us and further block our egress.' To this
Don Pedro replied by asking if there was water enough to get out.
Deponent answered that there was the Napolitana^ which could go
to see if there was. So all boarded that vessel and went to the bar
of Boqueron channel and found the depth of water there to be
insufficient.
Therefore Don Pedro Vique again went ashore and caused a
heavy chain (made for the purpose) to be hung from the fort to the
mangrove swamp, thus shutting the galleys into the inner haven, in
opposition to the opinion of deponent and of the other naval
officers.
An hour after nightfall deponent went to Don Pedro Vique's
lodgings and again sought to persuade him to embark and go out
with the galleys, and to determine what was to be done with them,
since where they were they could accomplish nothing profitable
because they were shut in, and if, as he insisted, men were to be sent
ashore from them, for him to state who and how many, and not to
wait to the last moment. In reply to which Don Pedro Vique